an eminent Victorian in terms of human fallibility and, indeed,
gullibility; in its unexpected and, perhaps, unintended con-
cluding manifesto announcing the right of the individual 'to
fashion his inner life for himself1 even against the dictates of
tradition and parental values, and certainly against the injunc-
tions of puritanical patriarchs, in all of these things Vathcr and
Soti was a somewhat subversive work for those capable of
discerning its full implications.

lidmund Gosse wrote in a perceptive review of I.yiiou
Straehey's Eminent Victorians^ one of the next major works in
non-fiction to break away from the tradition of eulogy and
rhetoric in the description of individual life:

Their (Victorian biographers) fault lay, not in their praise, which
was inuch of it deserved, but in their deliberate attempt in the interests
of what was Nice and Proper gods of the Victorian Aj'%e to conaMl
what any conventional person might think not quite becoming. There
were to be no shadows in the picture, no st.n'ns or rugosities on the
smooth bust of rosy wax.H

Gosse titled his evaluation ui*Eminent 1 'ictorians 'The Agony
of the Victorian Age*. Agony is a strong word, particularly so
for Gossc, and it is one that does not frequently appear in his
writings. Me meant it. The agony of the Victorians resided in
the schizoid split between public and private, between the
large formal gesture and the intimate personal actuality. It
expressed itself at every level of Victorian life and seemed at its
most hypocritical in the area of sexuality. For Lytton Strachey
the contradiction manifested itself dramatically in the literary
form of biography where Victorian biographers privately
knew one thing about the eminent figures they portrayed and
publicly wrote another. Although Gosse cautiously welcomed
Eminent Victorians and later in 1927 dedicated his last book,
Leaves and Fruit, to its author 'with affectionate admiration', he
too was a Victorian living out of "the agony1 of a divided
consciousness.

To give one example, Gosse wrote the life of Algernon
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